Professional Certificate in Diagnostic Cytopathology

Programme Director: Dr. R.J. Collins

HKU SPACE Coordinators:  Dr. Wilson Ng & Mr. Arnold Foo
Enquiries: 2975-5697 & 2855-4805

Introduction 

Diagnostic Cytopathology is largely concerned with the study of cells, their abnormalities and disease processes.  In view of the impending Government’s decision to implement the mass cervical screening programme for women in Hong Kong, there is a need to train more laboratory personnel in diagnostic cytopathology, including advances in liquid-based cytology and molecular biology.  This programme is offered in collaboration with The Hong Kong College of Pathologists and aims to provide a comprehensive training in this important field.  The course will also help to prepare attendees to sit for further examinations, such as those organized by The International Academy of Cytology (IAC).

Aim and Objectives

On completion of the programme, the successful candidates are expected to:

I. have gained thorough knowledge of organization of cytopathology laboratory, collection and preparation of specimens, as well as production of high-quality slides for microscopic assessment;

II. be able to assess and report cytology slides with confidence using internationally recognized terminology;

III. have better understanding and awareness of potential diagnostic pitfalls which may be encountered in slide interpretation.
Hence, they will be able to function competently in a cytopathology laboratory.

Course Structure

This course will be offered on a part-time evening basis over a period of 5 to 6 months.  Students will normally meet at least one evening per week. Occasional Saturday workshops to cater for long practical sessions may be arranged. A compound of guided learning and self-assessment exercises will be included.

Course Content

The total contact and study hours for the course is 108, as follows:


Hours

Background Study
8

General aspects of Cytopathology
12.5

Gynaecological Cytology
42

Non-Gynaecological Cytology
20

Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology
19.5

Multiple-Choice Examination (Written, 3 hours & Practical, 3 hours)
6



TOTAL
=
108

Topics covered include:

· Background Study -
Cytological features of malignancy and introduction to pathology of the uterine cervix.
· General Aspects of Cytopathology -
Outline of clinical cytopathology, cytological criteria of malignancy, organization of the cytopathology laboratory, quality assurance programme, fixation and staining of specimens, clinical relevance of cytology reports, and recent advances in cytopathology.
· Gynaecological Cytology -
Normal anatomy, histology and cytology of female genital tract, terminology and reporting system, specimen collection, interpretation of benign and neoplastic changes (including liquid-based cytology), ASCUS and AGUS, molecular diagnostics, and potential diagnostic pitfalls in gynaecological cytology.
· Non-Gynaecological Cytology -

Neoplastic and non-neoplastic respiratory cytology, effusion cytology (including immunocytochemistry), urine cytology, and other fluid cytology.
· Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology -
Techniques and specimen preparation, FNA cytology of breast, head and neck regions (including thyroid) and deep-seated organs.
Teaching Strategy

Background Study is a pre-requisite for attending this course.  It consists of directed learning material on introductory topics which students are expected to go through before actual course commencement.

Teaching will be delivered by face-to-face lectures and practical workshop sessions. “Hands-on” practical and practical sessions with microscopy, as well as computer-based learning will be an important feature of this course. After each block of lectures and practical workshops, students will be required to complete an assignment (in form of multiple-choice questions on theory and microscopic images) at home and submit their works afterwards.

Medium of Instruction 

English supplemented with Chinese (Cantonese).

Examination and Assessment

The assessment contains of two components: theory and practical. A candidate is considered to have passed the final assessment only if he/she has achieved a pass in both the theory and practical components.  The passing mark for both the written (multiple-choice questions on theory and projection slides) and practical (multiple-choice questions on microscopy) examinations is 50%. Completion of coursework assignments is also taken into consideration in the final assessment of the theory component.

When appropriate, students’ progress will be monitored by a logbook system in order to ensure the relevant techniques and designated skills being satisfactorily covered.

Admission Requirements

This course is designed as a training programme for qualified technicians, technologists and trainee pathologists.  Applicants should normally have either:

(a) a medical qualification or a degree or its equivalent in an appropriate field, or

(b) a qualification in medical laboratory science

Award

A Professional Certificate in Diagnostic Cytopathology, jointly issued by School of Professional and Continuing Education (SPACE) and The Hong Kong College of Pathologists will be awarded to those students who have attended not less than 80% of the classes and have passed the prescribed assessment.

In addition, accreditation of this course is being sought from the Institute of Biomedical Science (IBMS, UK) and The Hong Kong College of Pathologists for CPD and CME awards respectively.

Major Organizers and Teaching Staff

Dr. R.J. Collins
President, The Hong Kong College of Pathologists; Chief of Service, Department of Pathology & Clinical Biochemistry, Queen Mary Hospital

Dr. Annie Cheung
Chief Examiner in Anatomical Pathology and Council Member, The Hong Kong College of Pathologists; Associate Professor, Department of Pathology, The University of Hong Kong

Dr. W.K. Ng
Council Member, The Hong Kong College of Pathologists; Senior Medical Officer, Department of Clinical Pathology, Pamela Youde Nethersole Eastern Hospital

In addition, an experienced panel of academic and professionals from both Universities, Hospital Authority, Department of Health, private hospitals and The Hong Kong College of Pathologists will also be invited to conduct the course

Other Details

Date/time:
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m., starting on May 22, 2002 (about 40 meetings)

Venue:
Lecture theatre and students’ laboratories, University Pathology Building, Queen Mary Hospital, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong
Fee:
HK$7,500

Closing date for application:
May 8, 2002

Enquiries and Application

Applicants should send the completed application form SF26 (course number = AS20-803-00(11)), together with supporting documents and course fee (cheque payable to “HKU SPACE”), to Ms. Bonnie Ng, SPACE, 9/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong.  Admission will be on a first-come-first-served basis for qualified applicants.  Early application is advised (with enrolment limited to 35 candidates). For enquires, please contact Ms. Bonnie Ng at 2975-5697.
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